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Civic Trust 
!Encouraging the Best"

The Courier’s front page on the 21st May revealed details of the long-awaited proposals for an 
Eden Project in Dundee. Following a feasibility study, the old gasworks in Dock Street has been 
identified as the preferred site for the new attraction.

The drawings, illustrating what the attraction could look like in due course, are impressive. These 
show a repurposed gas holder dominating the skyline, a massive walled garden and a bridge 
across East Dock Street, linking the site into City Quay.  The visitor experience will be organised 
around alternative ways of perceiving the world, based on ‘Guilds’ which are reflective of the ‘Nine 
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Trades’ which we are familiar with and there is also a hint that additional ‘embassies’, linked to 
each Guild, might be established on other sites in the city.  

The information released so far gives us a glimpse of what might be.  It has generated a lot of 
discussion on social media which is encouraging. The proposed site ticks lots of boxes: it uses a 
disused brownfield site that has remained vacant for many years; it is close to the city centre, the 
Waterfront and the underused carpark at Olympia; and it is walkable for visitors arriving by train or 
bus.  The press release leaves lots of questions to be answered, however, but it has 
certainly started people thinking which is part of the process.

I have tried to get some more detail about the project, to find out what happens next and what 
timescales are involved. Unfortunately, Eden Project Dundee replied that they are not yet in a 
position to provide more information.  They have been ‘buried’ with queries and responses, which 
is hardly surprising.  There is now a period of some 3-4 months of ongoing design work and 
thereafter they will release further details.  

Dundee Civic Trust has been very supportive of the plan to establish Scotland’s Eden Project here 
in Dundee and I hope that things will move apace now that a memorandum of understanding has 
been signed with National Grid and SGN, owners of the gasworks site.  It will be fantastic for the 
city, complementing V&A Dundee, Discovery Point and the city’s other visitor attractions. 
Undoubtably, everyone will have their own ideas and thoughts about what might be improved and 
have suggestions to make and there may be a chance for some input by the public later in the 
process. For now, we will simply have to be patient.  

Dundee Civic Trust Student Awards 2021   
Donald Gordon 

Three top students from 
Architecture and Urban 
Planning at Dundee 
University have had their 
year’s work recognised in 
the second annual 
Student Award, sponsored 
by Dundee Civic Trust, 
and run in association 
with the department.

The winner is Evan 
McColl, who produced 
“The Hilltown Collective”, 
an elegant and logical 
plan for developing part of 
the Hilltown area of 
Dundee, focused on a 
sustainable community, 
and based on residents’ 
relationships with each 
other and with their 
environment. His project 
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included restoring traditional courtyards, and public open spaces, gyms, cafes, and a green perimeter. 
Plans for interesting houses of different sizes were also included.

The runners up were Sean Noon, with an exciting design for a new central sports centre for the city, and 
Nguyenova Thao Vi, who envisaged extending the University campus towards the River Tay, with a new 
Library built partly over the water.

The entries were examined by a judging panel from Dundee Civic Trust. Chairman of the Trust Donald 
Gordon said “we are delighted to be able to support, encourage and reward the excellent work being 
done in the Department by our future architects and planners. How the city will look in the years to come 
may depend to some extent on the learning and inspiration that they acquire as students”.

Cameron Wilson, the Head of Architecture and Urban Planning at the University of Dundee commented 
“the prize winners will be pleased and honoured to be announced as winner(s) of the Dundee Civic Trust 
Student Award, and thank you to DCT for your energies and continuing to support this award for our 
students.”

HMS Unicorn plans progress despite pandemic  
Caroline Gould, Unicorn Preservation Society

The Unicorn Preservation Society is working to protect and preserve HMS Unicorn so that future 
generations can enjoy this incredible museum and piece of world history.  Since 2014, The Unicorn 
Preservation Society (UPS) has been working to create a sustainable future for HMS Unicorn, and 
this has led to the development of a major maritime project: Operation Safe Haven. The intention is 
that HMS Unicorn will form the centre-piece exhibit of a new Dundee Maritime Heritage Centre, 
acting as a catalyst for the next stage of development of the city’s waterfront as Dundee re-discovers 

and celebrates its maritime past.

Although the ship was closed for 
several months and faced many 
challenges posed by the pandemic, 
Unicorn is entering one of the most 
exciting phases in the history of the 
ship. Work has started on the 
second phase of the conservation 
project of this remarkable floating 
museum. NIRAS, an international 
consultancy company offering 
specialist engineering services, have 
carried out a 3D laser scan and a 
topographical survey of the ship. T. 
Nielsen & Co have completed an 
internal and external timber survey 
to assess the condition of the ship’s 
fabric.

Courtesy of Unicorn Preservation Society
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“For its age, it’s remarkable that so much of it is from when it was first built. We have 
worked on a lot of ships from the era, such as the HMS Victory, and there is typically not as 
much of it that is original as what we are seeing here. It’s remarkable that people were able 
to build ships like this centuries ago that are still around today.” – Quote from Dominic Mills, 
shipwright from T. Nielsen & Co.

Fenton Holloway, a structural engineering and design company, are drawing on the work of NIRAS 
and Nielsen’s to provide a structural analysis of Unicorn which will help to understand the current 
condition of the ship. This will assist in creating a design of how best to berth the ship within the 
East Graving Dock in the future.

Despite limited resources, challenges from the pandemic and lockdown, the UPS and staff have 
continued to work both digitally and onboard, through virtual events and activities as well as to 
progress on internal and external maintenance. HMS Unicorn is now preparing to reopen, resuming 
its normal operating hours for this summer. The team continue to work towards museum 
accreditation with a new collections management system and offsite storage secured for the 
collection. The volunteer programme onboard HMS Unicorn, which offers fantastic opportunities for 
the local community to get involved with the ship, has been awarded the Volunteer Friendly Award 
from Dundee Volunteer & Voluntary Action (DVVA). 

Over the next few years, Trustees of the Unicorn Preservation Society anticipate a remarkable 
transformation of the ship and quayside which will ensure the ship’s long-term survival and the 
construction of the Maritime Heritage Centre. You can help support this work and the future of the 
ship by becoming a Friend of HMS Unicorn. Please call 01382 200900 or head 
to www.hmsunicorn.org.uk/supporting-hms-unicorn to find out more. 

Courtesy of Unicorn Preservation Society

http://www.hmsunicorn.org.uk/supporting-hms-unicorn


Dundee Civic Trust June 2021

5

Planning Update     Nick Day 
Since the last Newsflash, a number of housing proposals on greenfield sites have been refused by 
Dundee City Council. 150 houses for housebuilders Stewart Milne’s second phase of development on 
Ballumbie Castle Golf Course, 15 houses for Kirkwood Homes at Linlathen north of Clearwater 
Park off Arbroath Road on a site with previous approval for flats, and 16 houses for Kirkwood on an 
adjacent estate walled garden site. The first two are either allocated for housing in the Council’s Local 
Development Plan or have previous approval for residential use and appeals are likely to be lodged, 
but it is good that the councillors appear to be now seeing the problems of building on peripheral sites 
that increase residents’ dependence on cars for work, schooling, shopping, leisure and other essential 
services.

An application however for 15 houses on Pitkerro Road near the Dighty for Robertson Partnership 
Homes has just been approved more than 18 months after being submitted. This development is well 
located for local neighbourhood services. 

The application for 40 houses for Discovery Homes 
on the site of the former Rosebank Primary 
School has been approved by the Council. This will 
be an important development on a now disused site 
and will help support local services in the Hilltown 
area.

A drive thru cafe for Clarks Bakery near the 
Myrekirk Roundabout off the Kingsway has been 
refused, and an application nearby for a “drive thru” 
Burger King has been withdrawn. It is not expected 
however that this will be the last we hear of these, but 
again it is good that councillors are rejecting 
applications that encourage further use of cars. 
Unsurprisingly however the appeal against refusal of 
a Tim Horton drive thru cafe at New Craigie Retail 
Park opposite the Milton of Craigie Retail on 
Kingsway East was successful. The Council granting 

planning permission in principle in 2017 and refusing the same development 4 years later never made 
sense.

The application for flats on the former Fernbrae Hospital site has been withdrawn, so it is hoped that 
there is a resubmission with a more acceptable design.

Two applications the Trust supported have been approved for purpose built student 
accommodation fronting West Marketgait - on the site of the Shell petrol station and on the other 
side of the road at 63 Brown Street. The need for more good quality student housing was highlighted 
in Newsflash 49 (April 2021). 

Blackwood Homes has successfully appealed against refusal of an application for 12 flats in 
Charleston, an application the Trust had supported. 

Recent applications include a care home proposal at the Stannergate on land zoned for business 
use that is unlikely otherwise to be developed. It is hoped that the residents enjoy the magnificent 
views over the Tay, and that the adjacent sewage pumping station is well screened from their view. 

An objection has been lodged by the Trust to what would be a large highly visible garden room and 
garage in Glamis Road in the West End Suburbs Conservation Area replacing an existing summer 
house and garage.

N Day
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The Trust has commented on the demolition of Craigiebank Church and halls. Whilst we 
acknowledge that the late 1930s church designed by City Architect Frank Thomson is probably past 
saving, there is concern at the lack of hall space this will mean for the Craigiebank community.

More positively the Trust welcomes the revised 
proposals for 49 flats in Gellatly Street on the 
site of the former Job Centre. Repopulation of 
the area is one way the fortunes of the city 
centre can be revived as more shop closures 
are announced. 

More good news for the city centre and city as a 
whole is that the previously reported 
development of the prominent Greenmarket, 
Marketgait, Nethergate site for 5 storey 
offices and flats has now been the subject of a 
planning application which has been approved 
by the Council. The development will secure 
1000 BT jobs that might well have located 
elsewhere in Scotland. It also will create 16 flats 
and the overdue development of an ugly gap 
site. The Trust supported this application but 
requested improvements to the design and the 

creation of more amenity space by reducing the on-site car parking. The planning approval does take 
account of our comments regarding public art, landscaping and external finishes. 

An application for the refurbishment of the multi storey former college building on Constitution Road 
for good quality 310 bed student accommodation is welcomed providing much needed 
accommodation and removal of a major city eyesore. The application follows constructive pre 
application consultation with the Trust.

More city centre flats plus workshops, offices, cafe, gallery and small retail space in Guthrie 
Street in Blackness is proposed by converting the 
city’s oldest industrial building, the 1792 East Mill. 
The Trust supports the application although wishing 
to be assured of the provision of improved amenity 
space and provision of public art. 

An interesting application has been submitted by 
WonderWood to develop privately owned overgrown 
land on the east bank of the Dighty between 
Balgillo Road and Arbroath Road as an eco park 
by restoring native vegetation and developing the 
site as an outdoor education facility for schools and 
vulnerable people. The Trust has asked that care be 
taken in the location of viewing platforms, ranger 
stations and other facilities so as to protect the 
amenity of nearby residents.

And there is an application for 8 semi detached 3 
storey houses on Riverside Drive immediately west 
of the 7 storey blocks of flats. Again great views over the Tay plus close ups of trains on the elevated 
rail tracks to the rear. The design on this very tight site mimics the existing flats. This application 
replaces the 2005 approval for stepped flats up to 6 storeys on the easternmost part of the site. 

Overall more positives than negatives with some indications of support for the aims of the Trust as 
outlined in the Vision 2040 document issued last year and available to view on the Trust website. 

B Illsley

N Day
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Age Friendly Cities  Bill Lynch  

Being of a certain vintage and brought up as a lad close to Broughty Athletic stadium, I had always 
assumed the acronym AFC stood for Amateur Football Club but I have recently learnt that the latest 
definition is the Age-Friendly-City (AFC). The term, adopted by the World Health Organisation some 15 
years ago, indicates cities that value, respect and integrate their older people into the ongoing 
development of their city.  

The organising framework is structured around 8 integrated domains: outside spaces and buildings; 
transportation; housing; social participation; respect and social inclusion; communication and 
information; civic participation and employment; health and community services. AFCs are expected to 
continually assess and evaluate progress on each domain.   [https://www.who.int/ageing/projects/

age_friendly_cities_network/en/] 

There are currently 1,100 AFCs across the globe 
attempting to make their cities as user friendly as 
possible for their ageing populations and, by so doing, 
improving these areas not just for the elderly but for 
everyone. Edinburgh and London were amongst the 
initial 33 cities surveyed. The UK also has a network 
of over 40 AFCs (this time age-friendly-communities) 
that has a wider range of cities and towns working 
together to share learning and promote age-friendly 
practices. Glasgow is in this group.  

Many cities outwith the AFC umbrella operate a deficit 
model of coping where the elderly are seen as a 
problem: of increasing ill-health and a rising demand 
for sheltered accommodation and care homes. It is 
also often assumed that the elderly are technologically 
challenged and incapable of using digital platforms.  

The elderly should not, however, be seen as a homogenous group needing care. Good quality care is 
important, but people are living longer, are relatively fit for longer, 
and wealthier, [Resolution Foundation, 2018]. Whilst digital poverty 
exists, it can also be claimed that the majority of the over-60s are 
digitally savvy. The digital world could be a useful conduit to 
enlightening the elderly to the availability of age-friendly services 
and amenities in their immediate neighbourhoods and active 
elderly citizens could well audit trails and cycleways for 
neighbourhoods on digital platforms. These could feed into new 
digital planning and council databases to inform local authorities of 
the need for regeneration funding to improve neighbourhoods 
again to everyone’s benefit.  

The City of Manchester was the first AFC in the UK. Age Friendly 
Manchester works to make places and spaces like buildings, 
village centres and parks pleasant and welcoming for older 
people.  This involves making places accessible, designing with 
older people in mind. Age Friendly Manchester works jointly with 
older people, NHS services and Council teams. There is also an 
Age-Friendly Design Group consisting of retired architects, 
planners, and design students and tackling the design of open 
spaces, seating and buildings.  

B Illsley

B Illsley
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A recent article by Phillips et al (2021) provides a well-argued thesis that older people can be a key 
ingredient in revitalising our towns and city centres. By catering for more city-centre living for the elderly 
with appropriate services and amenities, local businesses and entertainment venues could prosper. The 
authors examine the AFC model as a basis for engaging older people in actively co-producing solutions 
to current high street misfortunes. Older people, through their multiple roles as consumers, 
entrepreneurs, and residents, are reconceptualised as being part of the solution to the crisis in the high 
street.  

This view chimes with the Trust’s drive to re-imagine 
Dundee city centre post-Covid, co-produced by the 
Council and the wider community including the elderly. It 
is easy to re-imagine the now empty Debenhams store as 
a quality apartment block for the elderly with a rooftop 
swimming pool, gym and other facilities. The same 
property could become a central medical facility, where 
outpatient clinics, such as ENT, and minor surgery are 
held. Is this farfetched or an achievable     idea?

[J. Phillips, N. Walford, A. Hockey and L. Sparks – Older People, Town 
Centres and the Revival of the ‘High Street’, Planning Theory & 
Practice, 22.1, 11-26. ]

Making connections    Barbara Illsley

Over the past year, many of us have sought out new places to 
walk and cycle bringing us closer to nature. The path 
alongside the Dighty burn is one such place so it is great news 
to hear that volunteers from ‘Dighty Connect’ have recently 
upgraded a 500m section of the path that runs north of the 
Sainsbury’s store.  This work was made possible by a Paths 
for All Active Travel grant of £4,000.  This is just the latest 
initiative from ‘Dighty Connect’ which has been working with 
communities along the burn for the past 15 years. Volunteers 
have installed mosaic way markers, planted neglected areas 
with wildflowers, undertaken litter picks, celebrated the burn 
through activities such as story-telling and poetry, and much 
more.  If you haven’t explored the Dighty recently, I 
recommend it. If you’re lucky, you might spot a kingfisher or an 
otter as both have been seen there recently. 

B Illsley

D Gordon

S Brand 
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Lochee Murals  Stephen Brand

In Newsflash 48 (Feb.2021), we reported that funding had become available for murals to be 
installed in Lochee and that artists were being asked to submit designs. They have now just about 
completed the murals as you can see.

The most dramatic, which is of Michael Marra, is in Aimer Square. It was completed by Michael 
Corr who also did the mural of birds .

The mural on the underpass at the foot of the High Street was done by Zoe Gibson who had input 
from Ancrum and St Mary’s primary schools as well as the Lochee History group.  The theme is 
Berry Picking.

Sophie Morrison’s mural off the High Street features industrial architecture such as Cox’s stack 
and Camperdown Works.  The colours of blue and yellow reflect the colours of Lochee United.

All very colourful, brightening up the area.

S Brand 

S Brand S Brand

S Brand
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The next step for Discovery Point               Barbara Illsley 

Before Christmas, Newsflash reported on a significant and exciting new proposal by Dundee Heritage 
Trust/Dundee Industrial Heritage for a revamp of Discovery Point.  The Trust is delighted to say that 
planning permission for the proposal has now been granted, enabling the project to move to the next 
phase. Let’s look at the proposal in some more detail. 

According to the DHT website, the goal of the project is: “to transform Discovery Point into a world-class 
centre for Antarctic heritage and science, connecting the pioneering history of the Royal Research 
Ship Discovery with contemporary global issues such as climate change, the ocean environment and 
current Antarctic research”.  The existing building, which dates from 1992, contains the RRS Discovery 
exhibition, function and event spaces, a café, retail and ancillary staff facilities.   The transformation will 
result in significant redevelopment both externally and internally, designed to maintain and enhance its 
position as a prominent, ‘five-star’ visitor attraction adjacent to V&A Dundee.  This is just the type of 
quality tourism facility that Dundee needs to attract visitors and build a successful economy.  

Externally, the plans involve a major two-storey extension of the building to the south-west, incorporating 
additional events space and a restaurant. Large triple-glazed panels at first floor level will open up the 
fantastic views of the river, with zinc finishes to the roof and lower walls to match in with the existing roof.  
As improved energy efficiency is a key objective of the redevelopment, existing windows to the north-
west and north-east will be replaced with triple glazing units and south-facing photo voltaic panels will be 
installed on the roof.  There will be a new scheme of hard landscaping, which will involve lighting and 
public art including the penguin parade.  Furthermore, a condition of the planning approval requires that 

Courtesy of Dundee Heritage Trust
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full details of an alternative route for the Dundee Green Circular with associated signage should be 
submitted to the Council before work begins. 

Internally, the changes are just as significant. The central Dome will be transformed into a new public 
gallery with a 360-degree view of the city, the road and rail bridges and the estuary. This will be 
accompanied by a new virtual reality experience, taking visitors back in time to the launch of 
Discovery in 1901, and a suspended artwork commissioned from Luke Jerram.  A redesigned 
reception will be created at the centre of the building.  There will be a new gallery devoted to issues 
of climate change and the ocean environment. This ‘Think Global Act Local’ gallery will showcase 
international Antarctic research and the insights being gained into current environmental challenges.  
In addition to the new two-storey café/restaurant, existing meeting rooms will be renovated to offer 
attractive spaces for conferences and other functions. 

Alastair Scott, Chair of the Friends of Dundee Heritage Trust says: “We at the Friends are delighted 
and thrilled that the DHT has these ambitious plans despite all the problems that Covid has thrown 
up these past 18 months. The foresight and vision of the organisation has to be applauded in 
making Discovery Point very relevant to today’s world with climate change and sustainability to the 
fore. These changes will certainly enhance the attraction to many new visitors to our city and we at 
the Friends look forward to its opening.” 

If you go down to the High Street today……

…you will get a big surprise. You’ll see a statue of Bruin, the polar bear, by sculptor David 
Annand. In 1878, Bruin escaped from an exhibition in Commercial Street, ran loose around the 
town centre and attacked those that came in his path. The bronze statue records that event.  The 
Deer Leap at Dundee Technology Park and the Cats Poem Disturbed are other pieces by the 
same artist. 

D Gordon
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Aberdeen  Dundee  Edinburgh  Glasgow  Perth

Blackadders Solicitors 
are proud sponsors of 
City Scene Head O!ce

30 & 34 Reform Street  
Dundee DD1 1RJ

T 01382 229222
F 01382 342220
E enquiries@blackadders.co.uk

CONTACT US 
Happy to hear from 
you at: 

DCT 

Editorial Team  
 B Illsley 

 D Gordon 
 S Connelly 

 B Cram 
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 S Brand 

info@dundeecivictrust.c

The views expressed in this bulletin are those of the contributors and do not necessarily represent those of Dundee Civic Trust

Tom Devaney

Members may have seen in the press the sad news of the death of Tom Devaney.  Tom was a great 
supporter of the Trust, both as a long-standing member of Board and as Chairman between 2010 
and 2012.  He will be sadly missed and our sympathies go to his family and friends. 

mailto:info@dundeecivictrust.co.uk?subject=Newsflash
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