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Newsflash 55 
July 2022

Dundee  
Civic Trust 
!Encouraging the Best"

Awards for All Donald Gordon 
It is important that Dundee Civic Trust should support, encourage and reward students of architecture in their 
work in the department of Architecture and Urban Planning at the University of Dundee. These students will 
be the architects of the future, some of them possibly in Dundee, and they will be the ones who will 
contribute to the shaping of our built environment and, to an extent, how we all will live. 

For the third year, we are very pleased to have given awards to leading students in their fourth year of study 
who submitted projects to a judging panel for examination.  These projects represent much of a whole year’s 
work, and are substantial efforts. Thanks are due to Dr Cameron Wilson and his team for providing us with a 
shortlist of the best projects. 

Students are encouraged to take a theoretical concept and develop it into a fully worked plan for an area of 
land based on the concept that they wish to see implemented. One of the two joint winners was Martyna 
Przybolewska, whose concept was “Edge of Education – Rewilding Education”.  She was concerned that our 
newly constructed buildings tend to displace the natural flora and fauna of the areas where they are built, 
and that we humans should give equal weight to the non-humans that occupy our planet with us. A school is 
an excellent example of how to promote that concept, teaching students of the importance of bio-diversity; so 
Martyna designed, in considerable detail, two schools that would be places in an abandoned industrial site in 
Edinburgh. The use of natural building materials, stone and timber, is an essential start, and the buildings are 
intended to be occupied also by insect, animal and bird life, with wild corridors between the buildings which 
allow free passage for animals and birds. The panel was impressed by how she managed to incorporate the 
concept of rewilding with educating the (human) users of the building. 

The other joint winner is Freddie Walkden, 
whose work had the title of “Here or 
Nowhere// Exigency: Unhoused”. His 
concept was addressing the needs of the 
unhoused or homeless, and his starting 
point was an existing building in Leith. 
Freddie’s designs (pictured left) sought to 
incorporate the various elements that might 
offer support to unhoused persons, to allow 
them to transition in future to mainstream 
housing.  Again, the building was thoroughly 
and carefully designed with interesting 
architectural details, and case studies of 
other completed buildings to demonstrate 
how his design would work, incorporating 
medical facilities, dining areas, as well as 

housing units of different sizes. 

The runner-up is Yavor Nedelchev, whose project was entitled “Reclaiming the Marketplace Typology Back 
to the People: Elephant and Garden”. To explain, this is a detailed design, based on an area in London, for a 
housing commune run wholly by and for the residents, and which incorporates some sensible aspects such 
as a community growing area, heat pumps and underfloor heating as well as rainwater harvesting systems. 

F Walkden
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Abertay Historical Society – 
Demisesquicentenary                Steve Connelly 
The Abertay Historical Society (AHS) was founded at University College, Dundee by Principal D N 
Wimberley and Dr F T Wainwright on 29 May, 1947, with the aim of promoting the study of local history in 
Dundee, Angus, Perthshire and Fife. It has fulfilled this remit in a number of ways including organising a 
diverse programme of regular lectures and publishing new books on local history. More than sixty books 
have been published including Creatures of Fancy: Mary Shelley in Dundee, and the authors, Daniel Cook, 
Kenneth Baxter, Gordon Bannerman and Matthew Jarron are pictured at the book launch in 2019, with Billy 
Kay who wrote the foreword. The society has also organised excursions to historic sites and been involved 
with archaeological digs. AHS also has a proud record in promoting and supporting local heritage and 
preservation activities, not least during the recent lockdowns. Today, the society organises upwards of eight 
lectures per session on topics about any aspect of local history in Tayside and North Fife. During the worst of 
the recent pandemic it adapted to the restrictions on meetings by providing talks through YouTube followed 
by online question and answer sessions with its guest speakers. 

A fact probably less well-known is the pivotal role that AHS played in the establishment of Dundee Civic 
Trust fifty years ago. Changes to listed building legislation in the late 1960s required consultation to take 
place between council planners and local amenity societies. Charlotte Lythe attended the 1970 Scottish 
Civic Trust conference in Glasgow on behalf of AHS and reported back that Dundee was the only major city 
in Scotland that did not have its own civic trust. AHS was a member of the Council on British Archaeology 
and, as such, was seen as the nearest thing, even by the Scottish Civic Trust. The expectation was that the 
society would comment on proposed demolitions of significant structures and offer suggestions for 
alternative uses for these threatened buildings. The society took on the responsibility, but its council 
members were deeply conscious of the unsustainability of the arrangement due to the lack of architects and 
planners among its membership. 

Advice was taken from Perth Civic Trust, with the AHS president, W Phillips, and secretary, Bruce Lenman, 
attending one of its functions and a member of Perth Civic Trust addressing the AHS council and the 

The common thread here was that the students each identified a need: education in rewilding, housing the 
homeless, a resident-run complex, and sought to design their buildings to accommodate these needs, 
rather than developing a building that was isolated from what was actually required, and into which the 
students or residents would have to fit. With this high level of imagination and competence the quality of 
our future built environment may be assured. 

S Connelly
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M&S	is	moving	east																																																																						Brian	Cram	

At the outset, I would like to make clear that I 
hope the M&S proposals to close their 
Murraygate store and their Gallagher Park 
Food Hall and create a new bigger, single 
store in Gallagher Retail Park, purportedly 
using the DW Sports and Mothercare 
premises, will work for them. I have 
concerns, however, about the impact this 
type of property change will have for the local 
community and for Murraygate and city 
centre. 

Murraygate is easily accessed from Seagate 
and the current M&S store is a destination for 

Dundee Institute of Architects. Local architect, Bruce Walker, liaised with Bruce Lenman before incoming AHS 
president, Dr W Taylor invited interested parties to a lunch at Dundee University on 17 June 1971 to discuss 
the establishment of a civic trust. This did the trick and the report of the AHS council for 1972/73 proudly 
proclaimed its major achievement as being the formation of Dundee Civic Trust arising out of the meeting it 
had sponsored. In future Dundee Civic Trust would act as the recognised amenity body, while the AHS would 
continue to take an interest in buildings of historic and architectural importance.  
  
As the Abertay Historical Society and Dundee Civic Trust celebrate their significant anniversaries this year 
and next respectively, I think you will be happy to join me in wishing them both continued success in 
promoting the history, heritage and amenity of our great city. 

You can find details of AHS publications at https://www.abertay.org.uk 

many shoppers who do not travel by car.  Significantly, 
ten of the twelve bus routes operated by Xplore Dundee 
use Seagate.  Is this another example of businesses 
being encouraged or allowed to leave the city centre and 
set up in a location where car-borne customers are 
much more the norm to the detriment of those 
dependent on public transport?  When you add in the 
recent ‘work from home’ trend, which is impacting on the 
need for office space, much more will need to be done to 
find viable alternative uses for our city centre buildings 
which, currently, are regarded as obsolete.  If the recent 
problems being experienced by the rail franchises are 
anything to go by, commuting by train is experiencing a 
significant drop in volumes and the whole concept of 
dormitory towns and commercially driven city centres 
may need to be re thought.  Has the commuter-based 
business model for city centres had its day? 

B Illsley

B Illsley

https://www.abertay.org.uk/
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Proposal of Application Notice (PAN) consultations 
Demolition of 19-21 South Ward Road for student accommodation. Public consultation 27 July  

New offices on 5,000sqm Site 6 next to Agnes Husband House. Opposite V&A. A distinct improvement 
on the existing offices, but these have set the scene and the result is a wasted opportunity for a design 
worthy of this location . Concern about occupancy of two ground floor commercial units remaining empty as 
has happened at the railway station.  
  
  

Newly submitted planning applications  

60 bed care home and 17 assisted living units on the site of the 
former Blackness Nursery on Perth Road. This is welcomed. 
  
Single storey extension to care home in Dudhope Terrace. No 
objection. 
  
East End Community Campus. New secondary school replacing 
Craigie High and Braeview schools plus community facilities. Drumgeith 
Road on site of former St Paul’s Academy (see Newsflash 54). Now 
submitted as a full application. Support, but questions remain about lack 
of swimming pool and lack of clarity of community facilities to be 
provided.  
  
10 small industrial units at West Pitkerro. Welcomed. 
  
Proposal to subdivide a large unit at Kingsway West Retail Park 
reflects difficulty in letting large out of centre retail units, despite the 
pressure to develop more such parks, as at Myrekirk Road on the former 
NCR Gourdie Site. 
  
M&S move to Gallagher Retail Park made possible by approval of use of former Mothercare and DW 
Sports units for food sales and additional mezzanine floorspace.  

Large warehouse for SSEN at Claverhouse East Industrial Estate south of Jack Martin Way. 
Welcomed. Landscape screening from houses in Fintry plus public art requested. Previous application for 
warehouse on north of Jack Martin Way now approved. 
  
Industrial building Faraday Street. No objection. 
  
40 houses for H and H Properties on site of former Lochee Primary 
School. Welcome development of brownfield site but unimaginative 
layout. 

Reapplication for a Henry’s Drive-Thru coffee shop with the existing 
car wash on East Dock Street. Objection reconfirmed. Contrary to Town 
Centres First/ 20 minute neighbourhood policies. Potential traffic queuing 
issues on busy trunk road. 
  
Drive-thru for Greggs at Stack Retail Park. Approval in principle 
already granted and now details submitted.  
   
West Ferry. A traditional house is proposed in the grounds of Invergarry 
mansion on the corner of Albany Road and Fairfield Road, and a modern 
design house is proposed in garden ground on the corner of Ellieslea 
Road and Albany Road.  

Planning Update      Nick Day 

B Illsley

B Illsley
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Residential development on site of former Wallace Craigie 
Works, controversially demolished in 2018. Online public 
consultation 27 July and in-person consultation on 9 September.  

A PAN for 90 house development for Muir Homes on farmland 
west of Muirhead in Angus. The Trust has objected. Contrary to 
national planning guidelines and Angus Local Development Plan, 
which advocate a focus on using existing brownfield sites. Concerns 
also regarding school capacity and traffic safety. 

Much publicised 
15,000 seat new 
stadium for 
Dundee FC 
west of 
Camperdown 
Leisure Park. 
Public 
consultation on 
26 September at 

the Landmark Hotel and a virtual event on 24 October. 
Proposals include access direct from Kingsway West, 
parking, lighting and landscaping; 100-bed hotel; 
7,500sqm of mixed commercial accommodation 
potentially including restaurants, pubs, gym, 
“commercial activities”, and crematorium; 140 houses 
and up to 70 apartments, and a football training facility 
on land owned by the Council. There are many issues 
to consider including access, parking, the impact of this 
mix of uses generally and on the adjacent Leisure Park 
uses. The proposals do not use parkland areas of 
Camperdown Park but it might be argued that they will 
impact on the Park because of traffic and noise. The 
future use of the existing Dens Park would be a 
separate consideration. The possibility of a shared 
stadium with Dundee United on a more accessible, less 
car-dependant site has been advocated in the past. 
Less controversially, the development will involve 
demolition of the eyesore of the ruinous Listed Building 
remains of another former NCR factory building. The 
Trust supports this element of the proposal.  
  
  
Applications decided in recent months… 
Planning approval granted for demolition of the former Smugglers Nightclub which allows more parking 
to be provided for the Indigo Hotel. 
  
Planning refusal for 3 houses and partial demolition of cottage on corner of St Vincent Street and 
Brook Street, Broughty Ferry. The Trust objected. Overdevelopment of site plus design issues. 
 	

B Illsley

B Illsley

N Elder
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East Coast Rail Electrification Neale Elder 
Railway electrification, using overhead wires on the 25 kilovolt AC system, is widespread globally, but by no 
means standard even in Europe. It has, however, been the preferred system in Britain ever since the Railway 
Modernisation Plan of 1955. 

Overhead wires first appeared on Scotland’s national rail system in 1960, with the advent of the ‘Blue Trains’ 
on the suburban lines around Glasgow. For a short time they even co-existed with the last of the city’s 
tramcars. Despite Scotland priding itself, even at that time, on its renewable power generation potential, any 
hope that our railway system would soon come to resemble that of Switzerland or Norway was to prove 
unfounded. Progress on electrification was painfully slow. In 1972 work on the West Coast Main Line was 
completed through to Glasgow Central, with the East Coast route following in the late 1980s. 

Today, the northernmost extremity of Britain’s electrified railway system is at Dunblane. Hundreds of route 
miles are still in the hands of diesel traction. An end to this is, however, in prospect. The Scottish 
Government’s drive to achieve a net-zero carbon railway by 2035 will necessitate extensive further 
electrification. 

Extension of the overhead wires from Dunblane to Perth, Dundee and Aberdeen is expected to be closely 
associated with other improvements along this important rail corridor. For example, a small project to 
improve track and signalling at Barnhill (the one in Perth, not Broughty Ferry!) is already underway. 

The principal challenge for engineers implementing electrification using overhead line equipment is the 
matter of structure clearances. Hundreds of bridges and tunnels built in the steam age simply have no room 
to accommodate the overhead wires and will require to be rebuilt or, in some cases, eliminated altogether. 

As a result, the planning application submitted 
by Network Rail in connection with scoping of 
the work throws up some interesting prospects 
where the railway passes through Dundee. 
Dock Street tunnel, that regular flood site and 
eternal headache, will need to have its floor 
lowered. A series of overbridges will require to 
be remodelled, with a further five due to be 
removed altogether. Of these, the most 
significant is at Fort Street, Broughty Ferry. 
While its elimination will have the unwelcome 
effect of pushing more traffic on to Gray Street 
and the level crossing, it does allow potential 
for extension of the station platforms and new 
entrances to the station from Queen Street and 
Brook Street. 

The ‘decarbonisation’ of the Fife main line is a 
trickier matter and we wait with interest to see whether overhead wires are ever likely to be slung across the 
Tay Bridge, or whether the compromise of hybrid and battery-electric traction will become established there. 

Of one thing we can be certain: electrification of the rail system of northern Scotland will involve a great deal 
of infrastructure work and, while it is certainly going to happen, it is not going to happen tomorrow! We can 
expect to see and hear diesel trains in this part of the world for a good number of years yet. 

B Illsley
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Dundee City Council are proposing to build an office block with two ground floor commercial units on a 
speculative basis on the site, known as Site 6, next to Agnes Husband House and directly north of V&A 
Dundee,.  The original proposal for the site was as a hotel development.  The Trust was represented at two 
PAN public events on 31 May and 21 June, and the members attending thought that the consultation with the 
architect was interesting and useful. 
 
The Trust’s overall impression is that although the building as presently designed avoids the worst aspects of 
the monolithic appearance of the adjoining Agnes Husband House, it is not of a sufficiently high standard that 

can do justice to this prime location. The site 
presents an opportunity for a building of 
architectural distinction that is worthy of the 
location and of Dundee’s status as the UK 
UNESCO City of Design. We accept that the 
quality and scope of the design of this building 
will have been constrained by the relatively 
poor design of the adjoining building. This 
provides a significant challenge, but a 
challenge which should be tackled with 
imagination. A great opportunity was missed by 
the city when Agnes Husband House was 
approved. 
  
In terms of the information offered at the 
consultation, our response was as follows: 
We welcome the three-level different 
elevational treatment, the set-back upper 
floors, the potential roof terrace and the colour 

and material differentiation. The amended office entrance has been improved by being set back from the 
street. The Trust has no clear preference between the elevational options shown at the second public 
consultation. 
 
The Trust would expect that the building should achieve a low to net zero carbon rating. It is, so far, unclear 
how this objective will be met.  This needs to be articulated in the planning application. There appears to be no 
green roof or green walls, and solar panels on only one roof space. BREEAM “Outstanding” rating should be 
the goal. We note that Glasgow’s first zero carbon office building, Cadworks, in Cadogan Street opened last 
November and was designed by the same design team as is involved in Dundee’s Site 6 building. Cadworks is 
billed as Glasgow's flagship sustainable office development with BREEAM rating of Excellent and an EPC of A 
and is zero-carbon in its operation. It has a cycle-in access ramp and storage for 119 bikes. Surely if we have 
to continue with office developments in the centre then we need to at least emulate what Glasgow has 
pioneered here with a zero-carbon flagship for Dundee.   
  
We wish to see a busy and active frontage at ground level, but the Trust is concerned that the two proposed 
units might remain empty for a considerable time, as is still the case at the nearby railway station, and indeed 
in Agnes Husband House itself.  Food outlets and retail units are proving hard to let and yet another dead 
frontage must be avoided at this important location.  Incidentally, it may be wiser, for road safety, for 
commercial outlets to have a frontage to Slessor Gardens.  A vibrant use which complements the location is 
required. Therefore, we welcome the amendments which will allow these units to be serviced from the rear and 
accessed from the offices. 
  
A significant appropriate public art feature/contribution is required. 

More Waterfront offices 
Nick Day, Donald Gordon and Bill Lynch 

D Gordon
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Douglas through a new lens - results          Bill Lynch 

Earlier this year, a cohort of 43 students taking a Year 2 module at the University of Dundee, ‘People and 
Place’, undertook an examination of green space provision in the East End suburb of Douglas (Newsflash 
53). Dundee Civic Trust had shown an interest in the potential of Douglas to become a ‘20-minute 
neighbourhood’ or a ‘liveable place’ where every resident has access to all the necessities of life within a 10-
minute walk, bike or wheel.  The pandemic has demonstrated the benefits that having access to local quality 
green space brings to people, reinforcing 
numerous pieces of research on health, well-
being and the outdoors.  

The cohort consisted primarily of Planning and 
Architecture students but also included others 
taking Geography; Environmental Science; 
Psychology; Economics and History. Working in 
groups, their task was to work with the DCC 
Douglas Community Team to help them tell the 
story of the needs of the community and how 
green spaces of different kinds could be 
transformed to help the overall wellbeing of the 
area. Taking a specific lens, for example that of 
children, young people, families, or elderly 
residents, each group chose a destination site to 
reimagine, together with its linkage with other green 
spaces. The four sites chosen were Gotterstone Drive, Claypotts Park, Dighty Burn and Balunie Drive.  

Unfortunately, pandemic related restrictions meant that the students had a limited number of visits to the 
area; they were unable to undertake interviews/ discussions with members of the community; and no formal 
presentations were possible prior to work being marked.  However, after the semester, a presentation of 
some of the student work was given to members of the Douglas Community Team and three board members 
of the Trust by Kirsty Macari (Module Leader), assisted by Jacob Latto, a student whose group had chosen to 
focus on Gotterstone Drive,  

Interesting points were put forward during the presentation included: 
·       Douglas exhibits a sense of 
community with multiple generations of 
families happily living there.  
·       Whilst the Gotterstone Drive open 
space sits at the centre of an estate of 
owner-occupied houses which does not 
have a vehicular link to Douglas, there is 
pedestrian access, and the open space has 
the potential to be transformed to benefit all 
those living in close proximity. Student 
proposals included a community garden, a 
play park and seating.  
·       Claypotts Park features large 
swathes of grassland with a predominance 
of football pitches. Students referenced 
both Baxter and Dawson Parks to illustrate 

The Trust was previously told that due to site constraints the remainder of Site 6 (which has approval for 
flats) would have to be built at the same time as this site. It is important to demonstrate that the appropriate 
development of residential flats can be achieved if these are to be constructed at a later date.  We consider 
that the mixed use of the whole area is vital to a thriving and active city centre, and one which can 
contribute to the wider objective of a 20-minute neighbourhood.   

K Macari

K Macari
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City Scene            Stephen Brand 

The City Scene group has been busy preparing for 
this year’s edition which it is planned to be 
available in October. We have some great articles 
for you. These include a comprehensive article on 
Dundee’s Botanic Garden, and fascinating items 
on the Scouring Burn, cycling in Dundee, a history 
of the D’Arcy Thompson Zoology Museum, 
Dundee City’s EV journey, amongst others. 

We are in the good position of having too much 
copy and we are also conscious of next year’s 
bumper 50th anniversary edition that we are 
planning. We have some good articles which we 
shall hold over to next year and with some other 
ideas in the pipeline we are in a good position for 
next year’s edition already.  Don’t forget to renew 
your subscription so you don’t miss out on this 
year’s edition. 

what was feasible here, proposing a mix of facilities whilst still safeguarding the football facilities. 
·       The Dighty Burn is a natural green space full of wildlife but the students felt it could be 

particularly uninviting during autumn and winter evenings. Student proposals here were for 
enhanced lighting and increased seating, with benches featuring poetry relating to people and 
places in Douglas. 

·       Douglas like many suburbs is swamped by parked cars, producing obstacles for both pedestrians 
and wheelers. Taking inspiration from Union Street and tree-lined avenues further afield, the 
students explored the notion of ‘claiming back’ parts of Balunie Drive, allowing children to play 
safely and creating a more pleasant environment.  They suggested that DCC should use Douglas 
as a testbed for the concept.  

The Community Team welcomed the student work. 
They were particularly interested in the benefits of 
appropriate lighting and emergency contact points 
within green spaces. Solar lighting is something that 
the Council should prioritise as whilst it requires 
capital expenditure to install, recurrent expenditure in 
terms of energy costs is reduced to nil. Community 
engagement to help design the type and position of 
lighting, especially input from local school pupils 
should lead to increased ownership of the lighting.  
Douglas Park is now open and everyone at the 
presentation agreed that this development could 
provide the catalyst for improving routes and 
linkages between the new park and the other green 
spaces and provide the building blocks to improve 
on the current feelings of community and to improve 
the levels of community engagement.  

We intend to follow, assist where possible and report on progress in Douglas and hope eventually to be able 
to say that a thriving 20-minute neighbourhood has been achieved.  

D Gordon

B Illsley
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The ‘Proposal of Application Notice’ (PAN) is part of the statutory planning process in relation to major 
developments over a certain size, such as new office blocks, housing estates or new school campuses.  
Developers are required to consult local communities and interests about the general scope of their 
proposed development in advance of submitting a detailed planning application and, subsequently, to 
address any issues raised in a report as part of the formal application stage. 
  
PAN consultations can help raise public awareness of major new development proposals and provide 
opportunities for local views to be heard but the Trust Planning Group’s experience of recent PAN 
consultations indicates that this part of the planning process is not working as it should.  Publicised plans 
are often broad-brush in nature, with significant details omitted, and engagement by the public in this part of 
the process is limited.   

In some instances, PAN consultations have been so poorly attended by members of the public that it must 
be disheartening for, and of limited value to the architects and developers involved. Possible reasons for this 
include: the fact that advertisements have been placed in the Evening Telegraph rather than the Courier; the 
lack of a Community Council (a statutory consultee) in some areas; or a feeling that no matter what 
individuals might say, the development will still proceed regardless.  The Scottish Government in the draft 
National Planning Framework 4 (and the UK Government in relation to England) want to see more local 
engagement in new developments and for the voices of individuals and communities to be listened to more 
closely. Quite how this is to be achieved successfully remains to be seen. In the short term, perhaps the 
Council should both insist that developers use the Courier to advertise PAN consultations and take a more 
proactive role, with the developer, to raise local awareness, perhaps via leaflet drops and the use of social 
media, particularly where there is no active community organisation. 
  
The process following a PAN consultation only requires that any issues raised and their solutions, or 
otherwise, are addressed at the final planning application stage through a report.  In fact, the Planning 
Group of Dundee Civic Trust has found that it is unusual for more than minor changes to be made. Has the 
PAN consultation process become ‘a tick box’ exercise for developers?  The public are often not aware of 
the subsequent planning applications unless they are highlighted by the local press, reported in editions of 
Newsflash, or picked up by the few individuals who scrutinise the weekly planning lists.  As this process 
involves major developments, it seems reasonable to suggest that a second PAN public consultation should 
be required, at which more details are given and the issues raised at the first and their solutions, or 
otherwise, are addressed particularly if they are significant. 
  
The February 2022 PAN process in relation to the 
Council`s East End Community Campus proposal 
exemplifies some of these issues. The proposed East 
End Community Campus will replace both Craigie and 
Braeview High Schools on the site of the former St 
Savours/St Paul’s Academy on Drumgeith Road. 
Bearing in mind the significant population living in the 
area affected (including 1800 potential schoolchildren) 
the number of comments made as a result of the PAN 
consultations, as reported in the recent planning 
application, was dismally low. Why was this the case? 
Was the great majority of the population unaware of 
the proposal, do they support all aspects of it, or do 
they think that the Council will do what it wants, 
irrespective of their input? We do not know the 
answer.  Of the very few comments that were made, a 

Proposal of Application Notices - Problems 
and Solutions        Hugh Macrae 

B Illsley
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significant number related to the absence of a swimming pool in the new campus to replace the pools that 
currently exist at Craigie and Braeview.  The response is that the Council believes that there is no need for a 
new pool as there is sufficient capacity at other venues in the city to accommodate both pupil swimming 
lessons and community swimming.  However, the nearest pools are at least 3 miles away and nearly all the 
other secondary schools (bar Morgan Academy) have pools, including the most recent new campus at Harris 
Academy.  Presumably there has been a significant change in swimming since then or is this really a cost 
issue? 

As the new Community Campus involves significant public investment (£60 million+) and affects a large 
population, greater transparency on the issue seems essential.  Holding a second public meeting would allow 
more detail of the development to be provided and a response to be given to this and other issues raised by 
the community.   A second PAN consultation has been used by some organisations to ensure as much 
community support as possible, a recent example being one organised by SSEN Transmission in relation to 
Errochty Grid Supply Point. Perhaps it is time for the Council to make it mandatory for all developers of major 
developments to do likewise, including themselves. 

Our Future City Centre          Barbara Illsley 
While the decline of many town centres began long before the pandemic, 
the past two years have brought home the significant role that town 
centres play.  The successful ones are attractive, safe places, which are 
easily accessible with a broad range of activities on offer.  Developed 
over decades or even centuries, they can be distinctive and form the 
basis of a community’s identity.  Yet, over the past thirty years, there has 
been a drift of activity away to out-of-town sites, shops have closed as on-
line shopping has grown and traditional centres have declined.  Dundee 
city centre is no exception.  The latest blow is the announcement that the 
Murraygate M&S store is to relocate to the Gallagher retail park, 
discussed above. 

You may recall that the City Council started work on a new long-term 
strategy for the city centre, titled ‘Our Future City Centre Strategic 
Investment Plan’, to provide the framework for future improvements and 
development. There was an initial on-line consultation towards the end of 
2020 setting out broad options around the themes of ‘living’, ‘working’, 
‘visiting’, ‘connectivity’, and ‘public realm’, and the Trust submitted 
comments based on our own Vision document (Newsflash 48).  This work 
has progressed with specialist consultants, Stallan-Brand, appointed in 

January this year to give detailed advice on potential 
strategic development opportunities, movement and 
connectivity, as well as public realm and landscaping. 
Four members of the Board were given the chance to 
speak to the consultants recently and feed into the 
emerging strategy. We are grateful to the Council for 
engaging with us in what was a useful meeting.    

A key issue is overcoming the effect of the inner-ring 
road which acts as a barrier to movement between major 
sites, such as Dundee University, V&A Dundee and 
hopefully Dundee’s Eden, and the central core.  How can 
routes into the centre for those walking, cycling or 
wheeling be made easier?  As the role of the city centre 
changes, there is a need to rethink the future function of 
key sites and buildings.  Some sites and buildings are 

already vacant, such as at Mary Anne Lane and Yeaman Shore, while some, such as the Keiller Centre and 

B Illsley

B Illsley
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Future events 
Dates for your diary


Thursday 20 October 2022 
Kevin Frediani, Curator of Dundee Botanic Garden, will give a talk 
about the past and the future of the Garden.  

The remainder of the programme of events is being finalised but 
please note the dates up until Christmas are:  

Thursday 17 November 
Thursday 15 December 
  
Details will be circulated shortly.  

the North Lindsay street car park, have development potential.  In addition, we mustn’t forget the important 
historic buildings that need new uses, such as the King’s Theatre, Chalmers Hall and the Customs House that 
contribute to Dundee’s identity, as well as the M&S Murraygate store of course.  There are many more.  
Should these sites and buildings be used or redeveloped for housing, leisure activities, greenspace or 
something else? Can they contribute to the creation of a 20-minute neighbourhood in accordance with 
government policy?  
  
A draft of the Council’s City Centre plan will be taken to Committee after the summer, and there will then be a 
further round of public consultation.   We would welcome your ideas to help us respond. Watch this space.  

B Illsley
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